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What is GovTalk?
n An XML framework for joined-up government and 

better electronic services
n An approach which simplifies the technical 

challenges of exchanging information, regardless of 
the underlying technology

n An opportunity to accelerate modernising 
government initiatives

… and just what is XML?
§ The eXtensible Markup Language (XML) is the universal, open 

standards language for data on the Web
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GovTalk Objectives
n To provide the organisation and co-ordination for 

implementing the UK Government Interoperability 
Framework (UK GIF)

n To gain cross-industry agreement on government 
specific XML schema (and default XSL layouts) 

n To provide a repository of UK specific XML schema
n To establish toolkits for jumpstarting projects
n To provide a source of best practice for projects 

across UK government
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GovTalk and interoperability in the UK
n GovTalk base schema
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GovTalk in action

Citizen completes 
Government form

Government portal

Inland Revenue

DSS

DVLA
validates XML schema

submitted securely 
over the Internet

Maps XML to Departmental
Data standards

GovTalk server
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Example: Self-describing data

“ABC47-Z”, “100”, “STL”, “C”, “3”, “28”
Data stream in a typical interface…

<INVENTORY>
<PART_NUM>ABC47-Z</PART_NUM>
<QUANTITY>100</QUANTITY>
<WAREHOUSE>STL</WAREHOUSE>
<ZONE>C</ZONE>
<AISLE>3</AISLE>
<BIN>28</BIN>

</INVENTORY>

Same data stream in XML…
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table.xsl

bar.xsl

art.xsl

Different styles enable 
tailored views into the 
same underlying data
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nokia.xsl
sony.xsl

ie5.xsl
ie4.xsl
nav3.xsl

edi_x.xsl
sap_y.xsl
flat_z.xsl

Different styles enable 
tailored views dependent 
upon device
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Web Services Architecture
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Current developments
n GovTalk underpins the Government Interoperability 

Framework (GIF)
n The UK based GovTalk group comprises

n Industry partners
n Lead departments
n Cabinet Office (CITU) lead

n Govtalk.gov.uk web site being established to:
n Host base GovTalk schema 
n Develop best practice 
n Provide early adopters toolkit for Government
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GovTalk


